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INTRODUCTION 
 

 

CHRONOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

 A. Herod the Great died in the spring of 4 B.C. (Chronology from Josephus) 

 Herod the Great  
    

     

[1]  

Antipater 
(sole heir: 7 BC) 

(non-heir: 5 BC) 

(Killed by dad: 4 BC) 

 [2]  

Alexander 
(Killed by dad: 7 BC) 

 [3]  

Aristobulus 
(Killed by dad: 7 BC) 

 [5]  

Antipas 
(non-heir: 7 BC) 

(sole heir: 5 BC) 

(non-heir: 4 BC) 

 [6]  

Archelaus 
(non-heir: 7 BC) 

(non-heir: 5 BC) 

(sole heir: 4 BC) 

 
 

 

 B. Shepherds came to the manger in Bethlehem the night of Christ’s birth (Luke 2:11f ) 

 
 

 

 C. The wise men did not come the night of Christ’s birth 

Evidence 1: Matthew 2:1 

Now after Jesus was born [aorist genitive absolute 

participle]  in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the 

king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem  

 
 

 

Evidence 2: Matthew 2:7 

Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men, 

determined from them what time the star appeared. 

 

 

Evidence 3: Matthew 2:11 

And when they had come into the house, they saw the young 

Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped 

Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they 

presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  

              ↑  ↑  ↑ 

   The idea of THREE magi is based on mere conjecture. 

 

 

Evidence 4: Matthew 2:16 

Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise 

men, was exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to 

death all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all 

its districts, from two years old and under, according to the 

time which he had determined from the wise men.  
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D. Herod did not hesitate from killing infant boys somewhat older than Jesus 

Within this context Matthew 2:15 appears. This verse is a firestorm of 

controversy. Does Matthew interpret Hosea 11:1 appropriately? 

Matthew 2
14

 When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and 

departed for Egypt, 
15

 and was there until the death of Herod, that it might be 

fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, "Out of Egypt 

I called My Son."  

 

 

Does Matthew’s use of fulfillment treat Hosea 11:1 as prophetic? 

 

 

 

Does Matthew use My Son fairly?  

 

 

Hosea 11
1 

"When Israel was a child, I loved him, And out of Egypt I called My 

son.  
2
 As they called them, So they went from them; They sacrificed to the Baals, 

And burned incense to carved images. 

 

 

 

Various Theories 

1. Many claim that Matthew cites Scripture in an arbitrary or haphazard way 

 

 

 

2. Some regard this as direct prophecy (viewing Hosea 11:1 as prophecy) 

 

 

 

3. Sensus Plenior (An additional, deeper meaning intended by God but not 

clearly intended by the human author, which is seen to exist in the words of a 

text, when studied in the light of further revelation: multiple meanings) 

 

 

 

4. Midrash-Pesher (an interpretive approach seen at Qumran in the first century) 

 

 

 

5. Typology 

 

 

 

6. Literal Plus Typical 
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7. Another solution 

Who was delivered from Egypt in 1446 B.C.* (the date of the exodus)? 

(By the way, liberals like to date the exodus around 1250 BC) 

 

 

 

 

Genealogical validation 

 Some key genealogical pronouncements: 

1. Genesis 4:1: meaning of ’et (untranslatable, not with) 

     I have acquired a man, the LORD [’et YHWH] 

 

 

 

2. Genesis 12:3 (clarified by Genesis 22:18) 

 

 

     [Genesis 22:18 does not make 12:3 conditional] 

      Only a bonus clause is conditional in 22:18 

      

 

 

 

 

3. Genesis 49:10 

  

 

 

 

 

 Luke’s genealogy extends from ____________ to Christ 

 

 

   Matthew’s genealogy extends from ____________ to Christ 

 

 

   Thus, Matthew’s genealogy is a genealogy of  

 

 

 

 

   The resultant interpretation of Matthew 2:15 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

 


